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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-3 and 6, as best understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Renee US 4,759,398. 
Renee discloses: 

• A rod having a spiral thread configuration (15a) 

• A spiral thread follower mounted on the rod (50) 

• A handle (57) including a longitudinal cylindrical bore therethrough 
receiving the cylindrical spiral thread follower and rotatably mounting the 
handle (handle is capable of rotating, additionally, the examiner notes 
while features of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or 
functionally, claims directed to >an< apparatus must be distinguished from 
the prior art in terms of structure rather than function. The reference 
discloses all claimed structural limitations and therefore anticipates the 
claim. SeeMPEP2114). 

• The spiral thread follower further comprising a section (collar) which is 
exposed relative to the handle (54) 
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Regarding claim 2, 

• A rotatable load (see "Venetian blind" in abstract) 

• A rod having a spiral thread configuration (15a) 

• Means connecting the rod to the load (1 7) 

• A cylindrical spiral thread follower mounted on the rod (50) 

• A handle (57) including a cylindrical bore therethrough, the handle 
rotatably mounting the cylindrical spiral thread follower in the cylindrical 
bore thereof (the cylindrical spiral thread follower is capable of rotating 
relative to spiral thread follower, additionally, the examiner notes while 
features of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or functionally, 
claims directed to >an< apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art 
in terms of structure rather than function. The reference discloses all 
claimed structural limitations and therefore anticipates the claim. See 
MPEP2114). 

• The handle being proximate to and exposing the collar (see figure 10) 
Regarding claim 3, 

• A rotatable shaft (12) 

• A rod having a spiral thread configuration (15a) 

• A connector connecting the rod to shaft (16) 

• A handle device (see figure 10) comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/693,263 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3682 

• A stepped cylinder (50) comprising a collar (54) and a cylindrical tube (see 
upper instance of 50 in figure 10) having a bottom end (see lower instance 
of 50 in figure 10) 

• The outer diameter of collar being of large dimension relative to the outer 
diameter of the tube (see figure 10); and the stepped cylinder having a 
longitudinal axis and having an internally axially-extending bore mounting 
the stepped cylinder along the rod (see figure 10) 

• A handle comprising a member (57) having upper and lower ends, a 
longitudinal axis and an axial cylindrical bore therein extending to the 
upper and lower ends thereof, 

• The member rotatably mounting the cylindrical tube in the bore thereof 
(see figure 10) with the relatively large diameter dollar protruding from and 
rotatably seated along the upper end of the member (see figure 10) 

• The member and the collar comprising surfaces (55, 53) 
Regarding claim 6, 

• The bottom end of the tube protruding from the lower end of the member 
(see lower instance of 50 in figure 1 0) 

• A retainer attached to the bottom end of the tube (51 ) 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 06/16/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Applicant argues "Renee does not mention rotation of the body 50 and sleeve 57 
relative to one another; (2) the operation of the Renee device requires that the body 50 
and sleeve 57 do not rotate relative to one another, and (3) the Renee device is 
configured so that rotation of the body 50 and sleeve 57 is prevented." 

In response, the handle is capable of rotating, additionally, the examiner notes 
while features of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or functionally, claims 
directed to >an< apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure 
rather than function. The reference discloses all claimed structural limitations and 
therefore anticipates the claim. See MPEP 21 14. 

3. Applicant argues "The rotatable mounting is defined by and results from these 
recited structural features. It is submitted the rotatable mounting is thus not functional 
and that Renee does not teach or suggest the combinations specified in claims 1-3 and 
6/3". 

In response, rotation is a function. Renee discloses the recited structure and 
therefore anticipates the reference see MPEP 21 14. The apparatus of Renee is 
capable of rotation. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TERENCE BOES whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4898. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IT. BJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3682 
/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3682 



